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GREENLAND

Ohm bringswarmth
to Greenlandvenue

Danish company Sound of Sunrise has kitted out what is now
Greenland's premier live music venue with a fully digital Ohm
HD system, writes Paul \Watson

Greenlandmight not soundlike
f the obviousplaceto setup a

state-of-the-art musicvenue;
and,in faa, it isnit. It isone of the world's
leastdenselypopulated countries,with
justover56,000residents] Andaccording

torecentreportsabout The TimesAtlas,it's

smallerthan it usedto be too! — Ed
Logisticsalone makeit a nightmare to
travel,let alonetransporttonnesof gear,
to. However, that doesrit meanit cant
be done —and extremely well, at that.
The new 5,000 capacityMulti Venue
is located in the city of Nuuk (aka
Godthéab), the largest cultural and
economiccentrein Greenland.Sounds
of Qunrise is Ohm's distributor in
Scandinavia, and director Thomas
Engellwho wasalsosysem designerfor
the project, saysthe briefwasto create a
systemthat o ered total transpareng,
zerodistortion and surplusheadroom
on the ampsto provide top quality audio
at eventhe lowestvolumes.Ontop of
that, and rather aptly, it had to be as
‘green aspossibk; comparedto atradi-
tional ampli er and copper-cablesolu-
tion, weight wasreducedby 1.75kg.
Engelldecidedto go optical for sev-
eralreasonsdistanceswereto be at
least100m;the channeldemandwas
64+16+8+Ethernet+fourchannelsof
DMX;it had to be immune to induc-
tion and radarinterference;and there

hadto be total eledrical separationfrom
the FOHand monitor split.

Sound of Sunrisebuilt asignalpath
basedon DanishmanufacturerPascab
X-pro 3digital ampli erandacustom-
developedDSPwith Ohm.Asaresult,
two ‘amp farms were construded, in
separak 20Uracks,eachproviding
52,000W into 4 ohms — a massve
104,000Win total.

“Ultimately, we had to try to create
the world'sbiggest studio monitor set-
up,” Engellreveals:‘| knew what was
in the pipeline at Ohmandwe decided
to work togetherto makesurethe whole
signal ow wasdigital.”

Overthe past12months,Engelland
Ohms Pasi Kokonen have been meet-
ing on aregularbasisto plan and opti-
misethe solution, crossingknowledge
from allavailabletechnologies.The con-

clusion wasto provide asphaseacarate
a sysem as possible, and OhsHD
ArenaSystemwaschosenasit provides
al80°wavefrontin total phase,along
with the new Pukk-218subwoofers.
“Pasi[Kokonen]and Ohmhavedone
aremarkablejob on the Pukk-218sub-
woofer;the performanceisthrough the
roof dueto asuperbmechanicaldesign;
addsEngell.“We actually put a coin
standing up on one of the sixstacked
subsbeforethe concert and it wasstill
standingwhen the showwasover.”
“We didn't haveto build the system
in veminutes,but we did haveto ship
it at pretty muchthat notice; addsOhnis
Clive Kinton. “We loaded a trailer in
Knutsfordthat went straightto Aalborgin
Denmark,everything had to be num-
bered and catalogue-manifesed, sowe
hadpeopleatthe o ce runningaround

Shipping proved a challenge due to the cold conditions

stickinglabelson at the lastminute”

But thankfully, everything was
shippedin time. Onarrival the biggest
issuewasopening the container,which
wascoveredin asolidlayerof ice.

Engellchoseto run a LightViper
Series32 sysem,which ismade by US
manufadurer Fberplex (ahigh-quality
micpreamp/ bre converter specialistfo
keepthe set-upassimpleandintuitive as
possiblefor the engineer.

“Instead of using Ehernet, | wanted
to useatransparent bre protocol,to
avoid any unnecessarylatency. The
LightViperinternal sampleclockis a
blazing 24.5BMHz,and absolutely
rock steady” he explains.“It wasan
obviouschoice becauseit would enable
usto accommodat averycomplexdata

ow utilising a singlefour-core bre,
thusreducing the multicore from stage
box to FOHto a single 100m tactical
bre on asingledrum.

“The stage crew and the sound
engineermustfeel secureand at ease,
especially with asystem ascomplex as
this. Each amp farmisfed by asingle

brewith Ethernetembedded,coming
from the stagerack.

Thevenuewasalsokeento acquire
adigital FOHconsoleratherthan ana-
logue,in abid to attract more interna-
tional artists,soEngellrecommendeda

The owners of Multi Venue hope to attract more international artists to Greenland MidasPRO3 after being impressedpre-

viouslyby the quality of Midass EQ and
lackof latency.

“Midasstillusesananalogueencoder
soit hasamuch higher level of resolu-
tion than anormalrotary. Secondly, they
introduced phaseshift; and by doing so,
betweenthe two measuringsettings the
brain understandswhich direction you
are moving in; that's why we chose
Midas, Engellexplains‘We get farless
latency becausét'safaster processojthe
frequency is variableand the sampling
rate is constant, soin the bottom end
theresno problem.

“Midasis running a 32-bit oating
point enginewhich makesthe internal
digital summing superband impossi-
ble to overloaddue to near in nite
headroomof 1,500dB.

Still,the sysem canbe usedwith any
other consoleand hasacustom designed
analogue/digital switch sothat anana-
logue consolecanfeed the Light\Viper
sysematthe pushof abutton.

Engellsaysone of the nicestthings
about this project isto seehow the Nuuk
community is blossoming,and how
enthusiasticthey are to have such a
venuein their hometown. Suzi Quattro
was rstto perform,and wasreceived
particularlywell. Itisrumouredthat next
on Engell'sshottlist is one of the UKS
major supergroups.Q
www.ohm.co.uk




